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WYLLN News and Dates for your Diary

 

WYLLN Awards
The WYLLN are organising the first annual “West Yorkshire Adult Work-Based Learner Awards 2008”. Anyone can nominate an individual to receive an award including employers, course providers or tutors, family members or the individual themselves. There will be 7 awards – 1 per industry sector judged by 
a panel and announced during Adult Learners’ Week 17-23 May 2008. Awards will be presented at the WYLLN celebration event on 12th June 2008.

Please follow the links to a flyer and nomination form which give further details about these awards. If you know someone who you wish to nominate please complete and return the form by Friday 9th May 2008. We would be grateful if you could distribute this information to colleagues and contacts. If you are able to display any flyers in staff or public areas please email mailto:wylln@hud.ac.uk and we will send some hard copies to you.

 IAG
The deadline for the 2nd round of IAG Commissioning is 18th April. New commissioning documents are available from Joanne Lambert – mailto:j.lambert@hud.ac.uk
IAGnow, the IAG Management System was launched on Monday 7th April. To date 6 partner organisations are members and we hope to roll this out to all partners undertaking IAG activity. IAGnow is a secure web-based IAG Management Tool which has been set up to enable the WYLLN to manage and track the progress of learners into Higher Education. For further information please contact Joanne Lambert
 
Progression
The deadline for the 2nd round of Progression Commissioning is 28th April. New commissioning documents are available from Joanne Beaumont - j.e.beaumont@hud.ac.uk
The Credit & Progression task group had their second meeting on Tuesday 8th April. Minutes and further information is available from Joanne Beaumont.
             
Staff Development
The first Staff Development Task Group will take place on Monday 14th April at 14.00 at the University of Huddersfield (West Building WG/ 27).
 
Management Board
The next Management Board meeting will take place on Monday 12th May.
 
Strategic Advisory Forum
The next Strategic Advisory Forum meeting will take place on Monday 21st April at 14.00 at the University of Leeds.

 
Sector Officers
The next Sector Officers meeting will take place on 2nd July 2008, Venue to be confirmed.
 
ASNs
WYLLN will be circulating some documentation week commencing 14th April for Partner Institutions and Sector Leads to complete requesting their planned and anticipated ASN requirements for the 2009/10 and 2010/11 academic year.
HEFCE will shortly be inviting applications from Lifelong Learning Networks to bid for an ASN allocation for these academic years. The HEFCE Circular letter number 05/2008 sets out the priorities for growth and HEFCE’s approach to allocating ASNs. Currently HEFCE have provided WYLLN with fully funded ASNs which will be available in both 2009/10 and 2010/11. However, HEFCE are making Co-Funded ASNs a priority for the future and WYLLN would like Partners to think about the possibility of supporting their courses with a Co-Funded ASN allocation.
Further information about Co-Funded ASNs can be found at http://www.hefce.ac.uk/FAQ/ee.htm 
 
Celebration Event
The WYLLN will be holding a Celebration Event at Leeds Civic Hall on Thursday 12th June to review the successes of the first year of funding. Official invitations will be sent out on Thursday 17th April. Due to limited spaces we are unable to invite all of our contacts, however if you do not receive an invitation and wish to put your name on the reserve list please send your details to mailto:wylln@hud.ac.uk and we will inform you as soon as possible if there is space available.

  
Website

The first phase of the WYLLN website has now been launched. Please visit http://ww.wylln.ac.uk 
We are now working on the partner zone section of the site which will be live around the beginning of May. 

If you have any comments regarding the site and its content please email mailto:wylln@hud.ac.uk
For further information on WYLLN activities please email mailto:wylln@hud.ac.uk
 
General News

 

· Complaints by students rise 25%
Complaints by students against their universities have risen for a third year, the adjudicator has reported… (BBC News – 10th April 2008)

· Denham sets out new measures to unlock the talent of England’s young people
Creating a transparent and open admissions process is one of a range of new measures which will be announced by John Denham in a speech on widening participation at the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) annual conference today… (eGov monitor – 9th April 2008)

· ‘Clearer’ student access demanded
England’s universities must have “transparent” admissions policies to show they are not biased, the government says… (BBC News – 9th April 2008)

· English universities face funding falls
Universities face tougher times ahead after years of funding increases, the head of the Higher Education Funding Council for England has warned… (Education Guardian – 8th April 2008)

· Concern at possible rise in fees
The poorest teenagers could be put off going to university if an upcoming government review agrees a hike in tuition fees, a report suggests… (BBC News – 3rd April 2008)

· More employers gain awarding body status
The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has today announced the second wave of employers to achieve awarding body status and that more than 30 employers have now taken advantage of new opportunities to have their training accredited nationally… (QCA – 2nd April 2008)

· New Commission puts employer voice at heart of skills policy
A new Commission which will put employers at the centre of employment and skills policy development across the UK opens for business today. The UK Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES)… (News Distribution Service – 1st April 2008)

· Just the job for learning
The government is looking for employers to foot more of the bill for universities by tailoring their courses. “Employer engagement” – or getting employers to foot more of the bill for higher education – is the policy catchphrase at the moment, and one the government is pushing… (Education Guardian – 1st April 2008)

· Diplomas begin replacing A-levels
The government is to start scrapping qualifications in England as the new Diplomas are rolled out to all by 2013… (BBC News – 31st March 2008)

· Local Authorities to run Connexions from 1 April
As part of their Area Based Grant, local authorities will have the Connexions grant from 1 April, making them responsible for delivery of the Connexions service and enabling them to tailor provision to meet local need… (Every Child Matters – 28th March 2008)

         
    Sector News
· Manufacturing diploma partners are announced
The new manufacturing diploma came a step closer to reality today with the announcement of the first areas to be approved for its delivery. A pioneering new qualification aimed at encouraging youngsters to pursue a career in manufacturing is to be offered to school-children in every area of England following its launch in September 2009… (The Manufacturer – 3rd April 2008)
            Events and Partner News



General

· Adult Learners Week Fairs – Leeds Metropolitan University

20th May 2008 (09.00 – 17.00) – Leeds Met Headingley Campus

22nd May 2008 (09.00 – 17.00) – Leeds Met Civic Quarter

Providers of vocational and non-vocational courses will be able to advertise them to staff and students.

In addition to the stalls there will be healthchecks, HR advice, Health and Well-being advice as well as presentation skills.

Providers are encouraged to bring promotional materials and hand-outs to encourage staff to develop new skills. Tables will be provided.

Please contact Sarah Pennock on mailto:s.pennock@leedsmet.ac.uk or 0113 812 8509

· Learning in Later Life & Silver Surfers – NIACE Conference

7th May 2008 (09.45 – 15.30) – St George’s Centre, Leeds

Given the Government’s recent consultation paper on Informal Learning, this conference will identify the significant issues for older learners. The conference will provide the opportunities to discuss the issues and compile an agreed statement on the benefits of learning for older people that will be used to lobby and campaign for more, different and better learning opportunities for older learners.

To apply for a place or for more information visit http://www.niace.org/conferences
· Higher Apprenticeships Seminar – Semta

19th June 2008 (11.00 – 15.30) – EEF Broadward House, 77 Tothill Street, Westminster, London SW1H 9NQ

With higher level skills, employer engagement and access into higher education high on the political and economic agenda, the Higher Apprenticeship developed by our employers has never been more relevant.

There is the opportunity to bring an employer (from any sector) with you to this seminar. For further details contact Sarah Gray on 01923 652 398 or email mailto:sgray@semta.org.uk 
· Researching Work-Based Learning: Constructing an Evidence Base – Higher Education Academy and fdf
9th July 2008 – Austin Court, Birmingham

One-day event focusing on current research which contributes to the construction of an evidence base to inform the development of, and policy for work-based learning (WBL). For a booking form and full details please visit the fdf website: http://www.fdf.ac.uk/events/



Sector Specific
· A Digital 2010 Futures Event



21st April 2008 (10.00-16.00) – National Media Museum, Bradford

The third in a series of ‘Futures Events’ held as part of the Yorkshire & Humber digital and ICT skills partnership, Digital 2010: www.digital2010.org.uk.  

For IAG Professionals across the Education & Lifelong Learning Sectors


To book your place or find out more, please email Liz Wallis at: info@digital2010.org.uk 

· Magnetic Gears – From Formula 1 to Wind Turbines – IET Yorkshire Network and sponsored by IET and IMEchE

22nd April 2008 (19.00, food and drinks from 18.30) – George Hotel, Huddersfield

All students and non-IET members are welcome to this free event.

Speaker: Dr Stuart Calverley

To register your attendance at this free event or for further details contact Mr Jeff Carter, Cummins Turbo Technologies, Huddersfield at mailto:jeff.carter@theiet.org 

· Creative Networks – The Power of Networking

24th April 2008 (18.00 – 20.30) – Leeds College of Art and Design


Creative Networks launches, what is tipped to be, the most exciting, vital monthly networking event in the region with an interactive presentation by Martin Goodyer, coach to winners of BBC’s ‘The Apprentice’ and ITV’s ‘Jack Osbourne Adrenalin Junkie’ as keynote speaker to the launch event.

For further details or to pre-register for this event, please contact Gill Shannon on 07789 174 557 or email Bridget March at mailto:bridgetm@leeds-art.ac.uk 

· Logistics Breakfast Meeting - Services to Business, Wakefield College

           
25 April 2008 (07.00 - 10.00) - Whitwood Campus, Castleford, WF10 5NF

           Discussion on the day will include hot topics in the Logistics and Haulage industries, as well as the opportunity to talk to the Logistics staff on items such as the Operator and Driver CPC courses, apprenticeships, further education options for staff in the logistics and haulage arenas, and the opportunity to ask any questions about the future of the industry.

For further information, or to register your attendance, call 01924789715 or visit www.servtobusiness.co.uk/go/logistics
·  An evening with Clive Grinyer (rescheduled) – NTI Leeds

1st May 2008 (18.00 – 20.00) – Old Broadcasting House, Leeds

Clive Grinyer, Director of Product Design at Orange France Telecom.  Clive will be sharing his experiences as one of the UK’s leading designers and delivering his unique, thought-provoking presentation, “Lipstick on a pig”.  He’ll also be hosting a Q & A session. 
For details and to book places for this free presentation, please call on 0845 122 1555 or  email: info@ntileeds.co.uk 
IAG

· Time Management in the ‘IAG’ Workplace – Nextstep – Careers West Yorkshire 
 15th April – (from 10.00) -  Leeds

The course will help delegates to utilize the tools required to make them use their time more   effectively.  For further information contact mailto:erica.thompson@futurepathways.co.uk 
 
· Career Development in the UK: Guidance for Advancement – iCeGS


21st April 2008 (10.00 – 16.00) – The Palace Hotel, Buxton, Derbyshire

A special event to mark and celebrate the achievements of the Centre for Guidance Studies, University of Derby. Further details and booking forms are available from http:www.derby.ac.uk/icegs. You may also want to bookmark Career Guidance Week 2008, 23rd to 27th  June, further details will be available soon. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the iCeGS team, mailto:icegsenquiry@derby.ac.uk 
· NOCN Level 2 Introduction to Information, Advice and Guidance 2 Unit Programme – accredited by National Open College Network and run by C&K Careers Training department
Course commences 29th April 2008 – The Connexions Centre, 24 High Street, Huddersfield

An opportunity to achieve a level 2 nationally recognised Information, Advice and Guidance qualification and to accredit skills. This course gives an excellent introduction to advice and guidance practices.

For further information contact Patricia Taylor on 01484 226 775, mailto:patricia.taylor@ckcareers.org.uk or Rosemary Tatchell on 01484 226 763, mailto:rosemary.tatchell@ckcareers.org.uk 

· Clients with Learning Difficulties – Careers West Yorkshire


1st May 2008 (10.00 – 13.00) – Leeds

In response to demand Mencap Leeds will be once again offering a ½ day training session to raise practitioner’s awareness of some of the issues and barriers around working with clients with learning difficulties.


Cost: This course is free to all members.


For further information contact mailto:erica.thompson@futurepathways.co.uk 

· The SMART way of thinking – Action Planning for your Client – Careers West Yorkshire

6th May 2008 (10.00 – 13.00) – Huddersfield
Practitioners are familiar with writing action plans – the content varying on the client and the situation. But do all our clients leave with a clear sense of purpose? Do they know who is going to do what and when?
· The First Annual ICG HE Advisers Community Conference




12 June 2008 - BPP Law School, Holborn, London





For full details of this event please email paul.hebron@icg-uk.org
ICB are looking for volunteers to help with the breakout sessions and the sessions for those new  to HE advice.  Please contact  andygardnerucc@hotmail.com 
· Higher Education – Skills in the Workplace - UVAC

13th and 14th November 2008 - Royal York Hotel, York

Delivering employer-led higher level work-based learning
If you have any information you wish to share with the partnership please email Rachael Brough at mailto:r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk with full details. To guarantee inclusion in the digest please email us your information by 12 noon on the day before the email is due to go out. The next issue of the news digest is due on Friday 25th April.
 

We hope you find this news digest useful, if you have any comments on how we can improve this service please email mailto:r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk
 
Kind regards
Rachael
 
If you do not wish to receive future editions of the news digest please email r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk and we will remove you from the distribution list.
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the West Yorkshire Lifelong Learning Network
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