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WYLLN Events
The Staff Development Task Group are currently putting together a staff development plan which will be available on the website over the next few weeks. Details of individual events will be circulated as and when the full programmes are available.  

Dates for your Diary 
· E-Learning Staff Development Event - 19th November 2008 – 9.30 – 13.00 - venue to be confirmed

This event will be facilitated by Billy Khokar, Assistant Director of the Open University. 

The event will be particularly useful for curriculum staff and members of WYLLN sector groups. A full programme for the event will be circulated to the target audience when it is confirmed and will also appear on the events page of the WYLLN website.

- 
On 2nd December 2008 the West Yorkshire Lifelong Learning Network will hold the inaugural Annual Conference at Gandhi Hall in Headingley (part of Leeds Metropolitan University). The conference will explore opportunities for greater integration of activity around the higher level skills agenda within West Yorkshire. Delegates will hear different perspectives and successful case studies on employer engagement. A programme and booking form will be available online by the end of September, however if you would like us to reserve a place for you please send your name and contact details to wylln@hud.ac.uk and we will send you further details as soon as they are available.
To access all past event papers visit http://www.wylln.ac.uk/Events/Past_Events 
WYLLN News and Dates for your Diary
IAG
The next IAG Task Group will take place on the morning of 20th October at 3 Albion Place, Leeds. If you wish to register your interest contact Joanne Lambert
Smaller focus groups, made up of representatives from the IAG Task Group meet up regularly to discuss key areas of IAG activity:
Quality Focus Group – The date for the 3rd meeting will be confirmed shortly.
Training Focus Group – The 2nd meeting will take place on 20th October 2008, 13.30 – 16.30, 3 Albion Place, Leeds
Resources Focus Group – The 2nd meeting will take place on 23rd October 2008, 10.00 – 15.30, University of Huddersfield
For further information or to attend one of the focus groups contact Joanne Lambert
Document for the 3rd round of IAG Commissioning is now available. This round is based on research around the learner voice and progression into HE. A guidance document can be found on the website. If you are interested in this round of commissioning please log a ‘declaration of interest’ by emailing Joanna Puzo at j.puzo@hud.ac.uk who will send you a Project Proposal Form by return. The deadline for completed Project Proposals is 10th October.
For updates on IAG activity visit the IAG pages on the WYLLN website
Progression

A resource pack is currently being produced which will bring together all of the components of the Progression Framework. This will be circulated by the end of September to institutional and progression champions. If you would like a hard copy please email wylln@hud.ac.uk. An electronic copy will be available from 22nd September on the WYLLN website.

The next Credit and Progression Task Group will take place on the morning of 7th October, venue to be confirmed. If you wish to register your interest contact Joanne Beaumont
The 3rd round of Progression Commissioning has been postponed due to the new 14-19 Diploma Commissioning which was introduced in June/July.  Documentation for the 3rd round of Progression Commissioning will be available in October, the deadline is to be confirmed and further information will be distributed shortly. 
For updates on Progression activity visit the Progression pages on the WYLLN website
Staff Development
The Staff Development Task Group took place on 12th September and the minutes will be available on the website shortly. The next meeting is due to take place on the afternoon of 27th November. Further details are available from Joanne Beaumont
If you have any particular staff development needs or have identified specific courses, training sessions or conferences you wish to attend, the WYLLN has a budget to support such personal development activities. If you are interested email wylln@hud.ac.uk giving as much information as possible, including the cost if you wish to take a particular course. The WYLLN is in the process of developing a set of criteria for staff development funding which will be available shortly.
For updates on Staff Development activity visit the Staff Development pages on the WYLLN website
Sector Officers
The next Sector Officers meeting will take place on the morning of 11th December at the University of Huddersfield – Shorehead Building Room SG/10
For updates on Sector Groups activity visit the Sector Groups pages on the WYLLN website
 
For further information on WYLLN activities please email mailto:wylln@hud.ac.uk
General News
· Firms 'need convincing' on diplomas
The Government's new diploma scheme could be too confusing for parents and employers, a business leader has warned.… (The Press Association – 18th September 2008)

· Record increase in part-time students
Universities have been recruiting record numbers of part-time students to meet the government's target of getting 50% of young adults into higher education by 2010…(Guardian – 16th September 2008)

· Be fair to adults as well as young people
Comment from John Denham - Education is an engine of social justice, perhaps the most powerful tool we have. As a society, we have a duty to seek out and nurture the talent of our young people… (Guardian – 16th September 2008)
· UK slipping down graduate league
It was one of Tony Blair's most derided policies. "Social engineering" was the sneer. "Too ambitious" said others. Getting half of all young people to enter higher education would, so we were told, devalue university degrees… (BBC News – 12th September 2008)

· Call for cash to help universities beat crunch
The government must find more money for British universities despite the credit crunch, Prof Rick Trainor, president of vice-chancellors' umbrella group Universities UK, said today… (Education Guardian – 11th September 2008)
· Denham and Balls announce increase to minimum apprenticeship earnings
The minimum weekly earnings for all apprentices in England will be increased from £80 to £95 a week next year, Skills Secretary, John Denham and Children's Secretary Ed Balls announced today… (News Distribution Service – 9th September 2008)

· Student growth risks widening gap
The number of students entering university has increased by 50% in a decade across industrialised countries, says a major annual survey… (BBC News – 9th September 2008)
· Licence to Skill: Streamlining the skills system by devolving skills to local authorities
A new report calls for local authorities to be given greater control over adult skills provision… (New Local Government Network – 29th August 2008)
Sector News
· Britain's manufacturing industry blueprint is not yet a finished product
One key policy in the Conservatives' forthcoming manufacturing strategy could be a promise to review student loans to encourage graduates to enter engineering… (Telegraph – 14th September 2008)
· Government promises action to bolster skills and training in the construction industry 

Practical measures to help the construction industry meet the "challenges of today and the opportunities of the future" were announced by Skills Secretary John Denham today.... (News Distribution Service – 9th September 2008)
Events and Partner News
General
· Developments in Higher Education Applications and Admissions: Implications for Universities, Schools and Colleges – HEPI
7th October 2008 (09.30 – 16.30) – The Mermaid Conference Centre, London

The conference will look at changes to the applications/admissions process, in particular the new level 3 Diploma and how universities plan to respond to it, and the increasing use by universities of their own tests and methods of selecting students.
For further information visit: http://www.hepi.ac.uk/wip.asp?ID=129
· Innovating Workforce Development: Productivity and Opportunity – The fdf National Conference 2008
9th – 10th October 2008 – Park Plaza Riverbank, 18 Albert Embankment, London, SE1 7TJ

This event begins with a Gala Dinner for delegates, employers and policy-makers addressed by Will Hutton. The following day the conference will open with keynote speeches from policy-makers and employers offering a strategic perspective on the higher level skills agenda.

To book your place or for further details visit: http://fdf.eventbookings.info/event6/index.php
· Edexcel Diplomas Conference – Edexcel


16th October 2008 (09.15 – 16.00) – Leeds

What you can expect: • clear, well-structured specifications • a complete overview of the Edexcel Diploma covering all 10 Principal Lines of Learning • the latest news and updates on Diplomas within the 14 -19 educational landscape • inspiration for your consortium to help shape your Diploma programme • full details on how to access a range of free support packages already available • expert guidance in planning and preparation for your delivery of the Diploma • information about the teaching and learning resources developed by Edexcel to help you achieve success with Diploma delivery.

To book for this free event visit www.edexcel.com/diplomas or call 0844 557 2782
· Skills Pledge Event – Leeds Chamber of Commerce

28th October 2008 (11.30 – 14.00) – Albion Place, Leeds City Centre

Hosted by David Lammy, Minister for Skills, this event will be an opportunity for employers to find what making the pledge can do for their business from the Minister for Skills. As well as hearing first hand about the new and emerging national skills policies, Rosie Winterton, Minister for Yorkshire and the Humber, will explain how the policies will fit in with the economic priorities of the region. Places can be booked by calling the Events and Training Team at Leeds Chamber on 0113 247 0000, or e-mailing events@leedschamber.co.uk.

· Credit for Lifelong Learning: Engaging with Employers – NUCCAT


13th November 2008 – Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool

Delegates at this conference will hear from two keynote speakers who will guide them through all the changes in priorities affecting HE at this time.

For further details or for a booking form visit www.nuccat.ac.uk or email j.hitchenor@shu.ac.uk
· Enterprise Week

17th – 23rd November 2008
Enterprise Week is the UK’s largest annual celebration enterprise. Since the first Enterprise Week back in 2004 there have been a massive 11,000 events organised by schools, colleges, businesses, public sector and third sector organisations. Last year 2,000 organisations ran over 5,000 events involving more than half a million people across the UK. In 2008 Enterprise Week will be bigger than ever before - and will form part of the first ever Global Entrepreneurship Week; founded by the UK’s Enterprise Week coordinators, Make Your Mark, and the Kauffman Foundation, the world’s largest foundation dedicated to entrepreneurship. Alongside more than 60 countries from around the world, the UK will put enterprising people, companies and organisations in the spotlight.To be a part of it, and to find out more about how you can get involved visit: www.enterpriseweek.org
Or contact Jane Walton, Head of Campaign, Make Your Mark - Yorkshire & Humber. Email Jane@makeyourmark.org.uk or call 01924 789683.

· Work in Progress: Assessment of Work-Based Learning in Foundation Degrees - SACWG


27th November 2008 (10.30 – 15.45) – Oxford Brookes University



Please contact Lynn Farrell (email lfarrell@brookes.ac.uk or phone 01865 485844) to book a place 



or to request further details. 
Sector Specific
· Creative Networks – Last Thursday of each month



Next event – 25th September 2008


(18.00 – late) – Leeds College of Art and Design

This sector event is supported by the West Yorkshire Lifelong Learning Network. This event is free to creative industry professionals and provides an opportunity to meet and network with other creatives from all disciplines and to pitch for skills, expertise and resources that you may need for your own business.  

For further information or to book your place on the next Creative Networks event visit http://www.creativenetworkswestyorkshire.com/ or contact bridgetm@leeds-art.ac.uk  
· SkillBuild National Final 2008 – Leeds College of Building

1-3 October 2008 – Leeds College of Building, Stourton Site

SkillBuild is a landmark in the construction calendar with young people, aged 17 – 21, competing to be the best in Britain.  National finalists may also have a chance to represent Britain at the next WorldSkills event in Canada (2009) or London (2011).  Some further details regarding the competition are attached to this letter. You are invited to visit the competition during either of the following times:

· Wednesday afternoon – 1 October 2008 (from 1.00 pm – 6.00 pm). 
· Thursday – 2 October 2008 (from 9.00 am – 6.00 pm). 
· Friday – 3 October 2008 (from 8.45 am until 1.00 pm). 
Canapés and light refreshment will be provided. If you are interested please email Sue Merrick smerrick@lcb.ac.uk as soon as possible, to advise when you intend visiting the competition.  We will then respond with further details regarding location, car parking arrangements etc.
· National Lifelong Learning Network Research Conference – GMSA


3rd October 2008 (09.30- 15.45) – All Saints Campus, Manchester Metropolitan University

The conference will be centred on engaging with our learners and LLN partners, and address the LLN learner constituency and profile in the morning, and showcase LLN partner research in the afternoon.
To register and for further information, please contact: Pam Irwin, Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance [GMSA] pam.irwin@gmsa.ac.uk 0161 921 8046

· Innovation North Green Computing Conference 2008 – Leeds Metropolitan University


17th October 2008 – Old Broadcasting House, Leeds Metropolitan University

This one-day event promises to inform and inspire, with keynote presentations including: The Green Agenda - How Leeds Met gained the Green IT Award; Developing awareness of ICT related issues;  Environmental responsibility; Sustainability; Making it happen. The fee for this conference is £199 with lunch and refreshments included. To book your place or request further information please email info@ntileeds.co.uk or phone 0845 122 1555
· The Postgraduate Landscape in Art and Design – National Arts Learning Network

17th October 2008 (12.00 – 15.00) – Leeds College of Art and Design

A seminar to discuss two research reports published by the National Arts Learning Network: ‘Mapping provision and participation in postgraduate creative arts and design’ by the Institute for Employment Studies (Emma Pollard, Helen Connor, Wil Hunt) and ‘Creative careers and non-traditional trajectories’ by the Open University (Dr Stephanie Taylor, Prof Karen Littleton). To book email o.fadil@arts.ac.uk or call 020 7514 8506.
· Skills for Health – Designing Education for Service Needs

11th and 12th November 2008 – Centennial Centre, Birmingham

The conference will feature the work of 14 ‘Higher Education Demonstrator Sites’ – set up by Skills for Health as pathfinders for developing effective working partnerships between employers and education providers.

Register at the conference website: www.skillsforhealth.org.uk/designingeducationevent  or email sue.grattan@skillsforhealth.org.uk  

· National Sport and Regeneration Conference – Civic
November 2008 – Milwall Football Club

The first National Sport and Regeneration Conference 2008, will bring together those working across the public and private sector sectors, targeting those at the forefront of delivering national sporting events through to ‘grassroots’ community sports projects and practitioners.
For further details of this and other civic events visit www.civicagenda.co.uk 

· International New Types of Worker in Health and Social Care Conference


22nd & 23rd January 2009 – Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow, London
The International New Types of Worker Conference is organised by Skills for Care and Skills for Health and intends to highlight research, audit and practice projects which highlight new types of working. 
Please contact marie@eventprouk.com or telephone 0845 838 2518 to arrange online booking.
IAG
· NAEGA National Conference 2008 – Advancing Adult Guidance
22nd -24th September 2008 – Keble College, Oxford

Focusing on ways to delivery excellent client services, develop personal and professional effectiveness and ensure positive outcomes for clients ADVANCING ADULT GUIDANCE - the NAEGA National Conference, takes place on 22-24 September at Keble College, Oxford.  Full details can be found on www.emmm.co.uk/naega08 or email naega@emmm.co.uk 
· Regional Student Finance Events – Student Finance England

2nd October 2008 (09.30 – 13.00)  – Hilton Leeds

These half-day regional events will supply school, college and Connexions staff, and other advisers with the knowledge and materials to provide Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) on Student Finance to students considering their Higher Education options.

To attend one of the events, please sfconsultants@slc.co.uk with the date and venue you wish to attend. 

· The Changing Face of Career Management – ICG and ACP Joint Event

20th October 2008 – Peckforton Castle, Nr Crewe/Chester

ACP in the UK and ICG, have compiled a one-day conference to support members in meeting the challenge of operating in career work in 2008.
Explore issues and learn from experts in business and academia the best way to approach an uncertain economic environment. Among other speakers, there will be Ian Anderson, HR Director with Bradford & Bingley and Rachel Mulvey from the University of East London. Full programme details can be found at http://www.icg-uk.org/career_management.html 

· NVQ 3 and 4 course in advice and guidance – Advice and Guidance NVQ Centre
Commences October 2008 – Swarthmore Education Centre, Leeds
For further information please contact Carole Barnes, Advice and Guidance NVQ Centre, c/o 12 Middleton Road, Ilkley, LS 29 9EX, Tel: 01943 600174, Email: cbarnes@cbarnes.demon.co.uk 
· Higher Education – Skills in the Workplace - UVAC

13th and 14th November 2008 - Royal York Hotel, York

Delivering employer-led higher level work-based learning
For further information visit: http://www.uvac.ac.uk/0502.html
· ICG Career Guidance Conference & Exhibition - ICG

13th and 14th November 2008 – Mercure Holland House Hotel, Cardiff

For full information visit http://www.icg-uk.org/acworkshops.html 
 
If you have any information you wish to share with the partnership please email Rachael Brough at mailto:r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk with full details. To guarantee inclusion in the digest please email us your information by 12 noon on the day before the email is due to go out. The next issue of the news digest is due on Friday 3rd October.
 

We hope you find this news digest useful, if you have any comments on how we can improve this service please email mailto:r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk
 

Kind regards
Rachael
 
If you do not wish to receive future editions of the news digest please email r.j.brough@hud.ac.uk and we will remove you from the distribution list.
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the West Yorkshire Lifelong Learning Network
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