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West Yorkshire Lifelong Learning Network

Construction & Built Environment Sector Update – March 2009 
	CBE Sector Officer

	· Held first progression subgroup meeting; excellent meeting with good outcomes. 

	· Met with Andy Sharman – University of Huddersfield, Oldham Centre to discuss further progression opportunities. 

	· Building links with Constructing Excellence in WY. 

	· Planning Green Vision (Sustainability Conference); 9th June at Rose Bowl - Leeds Met. 

	· Successful Bid for Women & Work Sector Pathways Initiative with Construction Knowledge Exchange (LMU).

	

	Construction Skills

	· Group facilitation at Built Environment Skills Alliance Higher level skills conference – which considered requirements of industry and provision available/ type of provision required/ the barriers/the impact of professional body requirements (Key note speaker – David Lammy) 

	· Further work on sustainable development and sustainable champions 

	· Looking at client approach to delivery of National Skills Academy for Construction (i.e. local authorities) 

	· Looking at level 3 and above on BSF National Skills Academy for Construction projects 

	· Developing links with Business Link 

	

	Summit Skills

	· Review of FD being developed by YHELLN, Hull, College, Doncaster College & Grimsby Institute

	· Meeting took place with WYLLN, LSC, YHELLN to discuss Low Carbon skills

	· Sector Skills Agreement Implementation Group meeting to be held on 7th April.

	· NOS review currently taking place

	

	EU Skills

	· EU Skills, in partnership with the Power Sector Skills Strategy Group (PSSSG) has been given the go ahead to help the Electricity Industry tackle skills shortages with the launch of a National Skills Academy for Power.

	· National Skills Academy for Power will commence in Oct 09.

	· EU Skills is working with the 4 GDN operators (Gas Distribution Networks) to develop a resource model to project the potential impact an ageing workforce will have on the long term skills requirements of the Industry. 

	· Water Apprenticeships: EU Skills has been working with Water UK members and Utility Contractors to design new Apprenticeships that have now been approved for England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

	· First  employer-led  water  industry  Apprenticeship launched: Aideen McGinley, Permanent Secretary at the Department for Employment and Learning (DEL), (18th March 2009) launch Northern Ireland's first all age employer-led water Apprenticeship. This new Apprenticeship will combat critical skills gaps and stimulate careers in the water industry.

	· Undertaking  research activities on higher level skills in the Renewable Sector in North East

	· Continuing with revalidating and updating the learning materials for the Level 3 Course in Clay Building Products.

	· Researching the requirements for a level 3 Technical Certificate in Precast Concrete

	· Continuing work on the development of an Apprenticeship Framework for the Erection of Precast Concrete

	

	Asset Skills

	· The Property Board at Asset Skills (made up of employers and stakeholders) has expressed an interest in a HE/employer forum and initial contacts with key employers and institutions has been made (to be discussed with sector specialist at next board meeting.

	· Asset Skills Sector Qualifications Strategy and Action Plan Refreshment. See below to complete questionnaire
        http://www.assetskills.org/QualificationsAndStandards/Consultations/SQSConsultation.asp

	· Information on the sector’s of Asset Skills, and the state of the sector and nation reports are available on the website at http://www.assetskills.org/Research/LabourMarketInformation/LabourMarket.asp

	

	UKRCW in SET

	· Gender Equality Training -Gill waiting for responses from individual organisations to attend one day training.

	· The UkRC held their annual conference in London on March 12th – very successful event, see www.setwomenresource.org

	· UKRC working with Sector Officer on Women and Leadership Conference on 26 June 2009. Morning event with speakers and workshops.

	· Currently, UKRC are working with Bradford College on an Action Research project, involving creating a support pack for female learners in SET and HE lecturers in IT, Engineering and Built Environment. Involves focus groups research.

	

	Wakefield College

	· Level 3 being delivered and being developed to incorporate BTEC National Diploma Civil Engineering and BTEC National Award Construction for September 2009. 

	· HNC Construction being developed and to commence September 2009.

	· HNC Civil Engineering being developed in conjunction with LCB and will commence September 2009.

	

	Leeds College of Building

	· IQER Developmental Engagement completed in Feb 2009, with good feedback from the review panel. 

	· Advanced CBE Diploma student visit to Kaliningrad, Russia in partnership with Thomas Danby College.

	· Successful bid for New Engineering Foundation Industrial Fellowship involving work placements linked to environmental design and engineering for 3 members of staff.

	· Of the 4 students who were successful medal winners at the National Skillbuild finals in October 2008; 2 have progressed to the final eliminators for the Skills Olympics Calgary in Canada in October 2009. The students are Heather Adgie (Painting & Decorating) and Liam Gardner (Cabinet Making).


